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Nor can I concur with the ingenious writer of the foregoing letter, in thinking it an axiom as evident as any in Euclid, that 'poetry is of easier execution thaw lexicography.' I have no doubt that Bailey1, and the 'mighty blunderbuss of law",' Jacob, wrote ten pages of their respective Dictionaries with more ease than they could have written five pages of poetry.
If this book should again be reprinted, I shall with the utmost readiness correct any errours I may have' committed, in stating conversations, provided it can be clearly shewn to me that I have been inaccurate. But I am slow to believe, (as I have elsewhere observed3,) that any man's memory, at the distance of several years, can preserve facts or sayings with such fidelity as may be done by writing them down when they are recent: and I beg it may be remembered, that it is not upon memory, but upon what was written at the time, that the authenticity of my Journal rests.
No. II.
Verses written by Sir Alexander (now Lord) Macdonald; addressed and presented to Dr. Johnson, at Armiclale in the Isle of Sky1.
Viator, o qui nostra per requora Visurus agros Skiaticos vcnis, En te salutantes tributim Undique conglomerantur oris.
Donaldiani,—quotquot in insulis Compcscit arctis limitibus mare; Alitque jamdudum, ac alcndos Piscibus indigenas fovebit.
1 Nathan Bailey published his English Dictionary in 1721.
0              ' Woolston, the scourge of scripture, mark with awe !
And mighty Jacob, blunderbuss of law.'
The Dnnciati, first ed., bl<. iii. 1. 149.    Giles Jncob published a Law Dictionary in 1729.
" Ante, p. 448.
4 A writer in the Gent. Jlfug. I7S6, p. 388, with some reason says :—'I heartily wish Mr. Boswcll would get this Latin poem translated.'
Ciere his splendid imitation of Juvenal with astonishing rapidity2, should have had 'as much pleasure in writing a sheet of a dictionary as a sheet of poetry3.1
